
 
The History Curriculum at the Daubeney/Lauriston/Sebright Federation 

 
At Daubeney/Lauriston/Sebright we shape our history curriculum to ensure all 
pupils have access to a rich, exciting, experiential curriculum, which celebrates 
the rich diversity of our school. Drawing on the requirements of the National 
Curriculum for history, we provide a broad, balanced and inclusive curriculum 
that encompasses British Values throughout, ensuring the sequential 
development of historical concepts, knowledge and skills in order to 
understand how history has shaped society today.  
 
Intent 
At Daubeney/Lauriston/Sebright, we offer a high-quality history curriculum 
which inspires in our pupils a curiosity and fascination about the past and how 
this is linked to their lives today. Through our history curriculum, children will 
develop an understanding of chronology, from the earliest times to the 
present day, with a focus on how different civilisations have helped shape their 
local environment, Britain, the wider world around them and their place within 
it.  
 
Our history curriculum is designed with sequence, time and chronology at its 
heart, ensuring that pupils have opportunities to study evidence about the 
past and ask questions. This gives them a sense of global identity, set within 
our cultural, economic, political and social relationships.  
 
We do this through the study of certain historical concepts, which are taught 
in each year, placed chronologically on a timeline, creating a thread through 
every topic. This links key ideas, knowledge, skills and understanding. Our 
history curriculum has an emphasis on how events of the past have shaped our 
contemporary world today, and how we live and work within it.  
 
These concepts include: 
 

• A comparison of past and present- what past societies were like, how 
they functioned and how their beliefs and values affected their lives  

• Causes and effects- how key historical events changed lives and 
societies and influenced ours today  

• Similarities and differences- comparing different periods of history, 
including our own and those that have already been studied  



• An understanding of key vocabulary- e.g. empire, civilisation, 
parliament, peasantry, class, democracy 

 
 
Through this conceptual approach, children develop a chronological 
understanding of their knowledge of significant events and people. They 
develop a rich understanding of the past, including the diversity of human 
civilisations and cultures. We relate this to how we live our lives as individuals 
and societies.  
 
Throughout our history curriculum, children are taught key historical skills 
which enable them to deepen their understanding, make connections and ask 
valid historical questions. These skills can be used and developed in other areas 
of the curriculum and will be useful throughout their lives.  
 
These historical skills include:  
 

• To ask questions about the past 

• To put events in chronological order 

• To place a period on a timeline 

• To understand how we know about the past 

• To research 

• To use different sources of evidence  

• To evaluate how useful a source is 

• To think critically about history and communicate ideas confidently 

• To argue and justify a point of view 

• To use historical vocabulary  
 

Our curriculum provides pupils with a knowledge of the history of Britain, how 
it has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. This includes the 
significant people, events and civilisations that have played a key role in 
shaping society as we know it today.  

We aim to engender a love of history, linked to the wider curriculum, through 
our teaching of concepts and skills and a wide range of rich experiences in the 
classroom and beyond, including workshops and visits.  

Implementation 
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in history, we have designed 
a curriculum that is sequential and progressive, building on prior learning. In 



Key Stage One, the children begin with a study of local history and their place 
in their family and the world, before branching out to British and World History 
in Key Stage Two. We teach history in two half-termly blocks. In Key Stage Two, 
these blocks are organised into a study of Ancient History and Middle 
Ages/Modern History.  
 
We aim to make meaningful cross-curricular links with our history topic, where 
appropriate. We begin each topic with a WOW Day/hook lesson to generate 
excitement and curiosity. We also have a historical skills afternoon, where we 
look at chronology, vocabulary and historical evidence across the school.  
 
 
 
Within our history topics, we include:  
 

• A longer piece of writing 

• An art outcome 

• Trips and/or workshops 

• Visitors 

• Access to artefacts  

• A variety of fiction and non-fiction books related to the topic 

• A range of primary and secondary sources 
 
Our rich history curriculum considers the diverse needs, interests and 
backgrounds of all of our children. Our topics foster opportunities for pupils to 
work independently and collaboratively to ask and answer key historical 
questions.  
 
Impact 
 
The impact of our history curriculum is to ensure that all children are ready for 
the next stage of their history learning and have begun to develop historical 
skills that will be beneficial for being successful citizens in an ever-changing 
global society.  
  


